IMAGES OF EUROPE
PAST, PRESENT,
FUTURE

ISSEI 2014 - Conference Proceedings
Porto, Portugal




IMAGES OF EUROPE PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
ISSEI 2014 - Conference Proceedings Porto, Portugal
YOLANDA ESPINA [EDICAO]

© Universidade Catdlica Editora . Porto

Rua Diogo Botelho, 1327 | 4169-005 Porto | Portugal
+ 351 22 6196200 | uce@porto.ucp.pt
www.porto.ucp.pt | www.uceditora.ucp.pt

Colecdo - e-book

Coordenacdo grdfica da colecdo - Olinda Martins
Capa - Olinda Martins

Miolo - Diogo Tudela

Coordenacdo - Yolanda Espina

Data da edicao - fevereiro de 2016
Tipografia da capa - Prelo Slab / Prelo
ISBN - 978-989-8366-82-5






TABLE OF CONTENTS

Welcoming Address 23
— Yolanda Espiria

Opening Speech: European Ideas ¢ The World 27
— David W. Lovell

SECTION I
History, Geography, Science

Information
Chair | Chris Bissell

Presentation 38
— Chris Bissell
The Age of Exchange 40

Translation, News and the European Public Sphere in the 16th and the 17th Centuries
— José Maria Pérez Ferndndez

The Information Turn in Modelling People and Society 53
Early German Work
— Chris Bissell

The Mundaneum in Belgium 61
Where Information Technology meets its Archaeology
— Delphine Jenart

Painting as “Information”? 73
Globalisation and Abstract Art
— Patricia Simpson

Measuring Information 83
— David Chapman
Information and Social Contentiont 94

An Initial Outline
— Steve Walker

The Social Imaginary in the Information Society 104
— Graeme KirkPatrick



Calvinism as a Global Influence
Chair | Wayne Cristaudo

Presentation
— Wayne Cristaudo

The Calvinist Roots of Pluralism in the United States
— Wayne Cristaudo

Calvin and the Pursuit of Universal Ethical Principles
— Gesine Palmer

What Identity? The Abolition of Borders from the Traditional
Village to the Postmodern One

Chair | Theodor Damian

Presentation
— Theodor Damian

Teaching Reloaded
How Can Meaning and Transcendence Help Us Reassess Who We Are?
— Theodor Damian

Assessing Collective European Identity on the Regional Level
A Secondary Data Analysis of Eurobarometer 2004 — 2012
— Wagas Ejaz

Towards a Dissolution and Reconstruction of East-West Paradigms
in Malraux’s Les Conquérants
— Nina Tucci

From the Cradle to the Grave?

European Policy on Life Long Learning, Reskilling and Employability
within the EU2020

— Nikos Papadakis & Maria Drakaki

Why Does Europe Not Positively Inspire Russia to Find Its Identity?
— Kamen Lozev

114

116

124

134

135

151

163

171

186



Europe
A Perennial Cultural Crossroads

Chairs | Denise Egéa & Michéle Lemettais

Presentation
— Denise Egéa && Michéle Lemettais

A Transatlantic Pedagogy
Louisiana’s Franco-Afro-Creole Revolutionary Educational Tradition
— Petra Munro Henry

The French Revolution as a Cultural Revolution
— ITvone Moreira

Europe’s Spatial Metaphors and (Un)Timely Interruptions
— Marianna Papastephanou

The Problem of Linguistic Justice in the European Union
— Zdenko Kodelja

Cultural Crossroads and the Challenge of Education in Europe
Paths to Integration or Multiculturalism
— Denise Egéa

Joseph Anton
Code Name or Reductive (European) Identity?
— Michéle Lemettais

Art & Science
New Houses from Recycled Elements

Chair | Silvia Nuere

Presentation
— Silvia Nuere

Curating Small Architectural Structures
“Insatiable Builders” Exhibition
— Inés Moreira

Accommodating Cabins as a New Way of Building Houses
— Pablo Bris, Silvia Nuere, Félix Bendito & Muriel Saint-Supéry

The Incremental House as a Challenge for the After Crisis Housing
— Bdrbara Rangel

195

197

207

215

225

233

241

250

252

267

279



Anthropological Foundations
for Old & New European Challenges

Chair | Idoya Zorroza

Presentation
— Idoya Zorroza

Francisco de Vitoria’s Formulation of Personhood as the Basis of Personal Freedom
and Equal Rights among Men and Peoples
— Augusto Sarmiento

What is the Law?
Tradition and Modernity in Alfonso de Castro (s. XVT)
— Manuel Ldzaro Pulido

Francisco de Vitoria and the Problems of Dominion and Justice
— Idoya Zorroza

Homo Plenus
Paradigm of Anthropological Sustainability
— Rafael Alé-Ruiz

SECTION II

Economics, Politics, Law

Globalization: The “New” Religion
Theory ¢ Implementation

Chair | Joseph Aieta

Presentation
— Joseph Aieta

Global English and the Global Self
— Joe Downing

296

299

305

314

322

334

335



New Cosmopolitan Horizons and European Identity Problems
in The Global Age

Chair | Boris Gubman

Presentation
— Boris Gubman 345

New Cosmopolitan Horizons and European Identity Problem in the Global Age
Contemporary Philosophical Perspectives 346
— Boris Gubman & Karina Anufrieva

Europe Seen from the Outside
Chair | Stefan Hgjelid

Presentation 361
— Stefan Hojelid

Regaining the European Union’s Lost Mojo 363
A View From the Outside

— Michael Longo

Direct Democracy in Europe
Past, Present, Future

Chair | Maria Marczewska-Rytko

Presentation 375
— Maria Marczewska-Rytko

Direct Democracy in Classical Athens 376
Case Studies from the 5th Century

— Victor Castellani

The Ancient Idea of Direct Democracy 386

— Maria Marczewska-Rytko



The Rediscovery of Europe
Chair | Dietmar Meyer

Presentation
— Dietmar Meyer

New Trends in Innovation
Lessons for Europe
— Baldzs Himori & Katalin Szabé

Distance-dependent Price Dispersion
— Agnes Haragh

The Prospects of a Dynamic Knowledge-based Economy in the European Union

— Zoltdn Bdnhidi

The Borders of the European Union
From Micro and Macro Point of View
— Bogldrka Hevér

Does the Euro Unify or Divide Europe?
— Dietmar Meyer

Eurocentrism, Post-Colonialism, Cosmopolitanism

& Other—Isms

Chair | Marianna Papastephanou

Presentation
— Marianna Papastephanou

Idea of Europe in the Age of Ideologies (1929-1939)
Importance of a Forgotten Issue
— Tommaso Visone

The Love of Country in Education
Questioning the Meaning of a Patriotic Education
— Claudia Schumann

Cosmopolitan Patriotism
Moral Education through Kant and Walt Whitman
— Pradeep A. Dhillon

The Cosmopolitan Idea of Global Distributive Justice
— Zdenko Kodelja

Global Citizenship Education
For the Nation, the Market and the World
— Niclas Rinnstrim

395

397

408

416

427

435

e

446

453

461

470

477

11



12

Reimagining European Citizenship
Europe’s Future Viewed From a Cosmopolitan Prism
— Eli Vinokur

Cosmopolitanism and Education
Of Philosophy and the Teaching of Philosophy
— Denise Egéa

A Speculative Vital Materialist Approach to Cosmopolitanism
— Sevket Benhur Oral

“We Refugees”™ Biopower, Cosmopolitanism and Hospitality
Between the Camp and Encampmentsy
— Nick Peim

Globalization In And Of Europe
Local Perspectives

Chairs | Bo Petersson & Maja Povrzanovi¢ Frykman

Presentation
— Bo Petersson & Maja Povrzanovi¢ Frykman

Paradise Lost or Gained?
TNC Establishment and Interethnic/Interracial Relations in a Central European Small Town
— Bo Petersson & Tiinde Puskids

Material Enactments of Shifting Hierarchies
Emic Perspectives on Humanitarian Aid in the 1990s War in Sarajevo
— Maja Povrzanovic¢ Frykman

SECTION III

Education, Women’s Studies, Sociology

Carmina Balcanica ¢ the Balkan Melos
Chairs | Mihaela Albu & Heinz-Uwe Haus

Presentation
— Mihaela Albu & Heinz-Uwe Haus

The International Magazine Carmina Balcanica and the Intercultural Dialogue
— Mihaela Albu & Dan Anghelescu

487

496

503

513

524

526

535

547

549



Funerary Practices in the Romanian Urban Community
— Nicu Panea & Magdalena Filary

Popular Beliefs in the Romanian Anthroponomy
— Camelia Zibavi

Does Wisdom Accompany Suffering?
“Melian” Notes
— Heinz-Uwe Haus

Romanian Identity between ‘Cultural Narcissism’ and Balkan Nostalgia

A Case Study — Ion Luca Caragiale
— Marina Cap-Bun

Human Rights & European Citizenship
Philosophical And Educational Challenges

Chairs | Adalberto Dias de Carvalho & Isabel Baptista

Presentation
— Adalberto Dias de Carvalho & Isabel Baptista

The Universality of Human Rights and the Challenges of Relativism
— Nuno Fadigas

Human Right to Peace as a Globalization Outcome
— Francisco Javier Gil Martin

Discrimination and Prejudice
Obstacles to the Citizenship Education
— Elaine Teresinha Dal Mas Dias

The Religious Dimension of the Man within E.H.C.R. Jurisprudence
— Lorena Stanescu

Local Voices In A Global Dialogue
The Art & Literature of Minority Cultures
Chair | Francisca Gonzdlez-Arias

Presentation
— Francisca Gonzdlez-Arias

Future Imperfect
Europe of the Past Looks at Europe of the Future in Literature
— Peter C.S. Adams

557

564

572

581

590

592

601

610

619

629

631

13



14

In Search of New Identities
Russian Minority Literature in the Post-Soviet Baltic States
— Taisija Laukkonen

Galicia in the Poetics of the Canadian Poet Erin Moure
— Francisca Gonzilez Arias

Claire of The Sea Light
Edwidge Danticat’s Haunting Tale of Borders Tanscended and Shattered
— Michéle Lemettais

Nature & Nurture
Chairs | Beatrice Puja & Gabriele Weinberger

Presentation
— Beatrice Puja & Gabriele Weinberger

Nature, Nurture
— Beatrice Puja

Etty Hillesum
Nature vs. Nurture
— Gabriele Weinberger

Representations of Women in National Personifications
— Gillian Owen Moreira & Joana Ribeiro

Rethinking Feminist Thought in Europe and its Role in Promoting Gender Equity

— Christo Pavlides

Ethnic Languages in the Era of Globalization
Chairs | Gennadiy Trifonov & Egor Makharov

Presentation
— Gennadiy Trifonov & Egor Makharov

Eurasian Dialogue
— Egor Makharov

The Celtic Languages in the Age of Globalisation
— Chris Bissell

The Status of Ethnic Languages In the Era of Globalization
By Example of Fate of the Chuvash Language
— Erbina Nikitina & Gennadiy Trifonov

639

648

657

666

668

676

686

701

711

713

719

729



SECTION IV

Art, Theatre, Literature, Music, Culture

New Technologies, Old Questions & Images of Europe
The Humanistic Role of Technology

Chairs: Carlos Caires, Luis Gustavo Martins ¢ Cristina Sd

Presentation
— Carlos Caires, Luis Gustavo Martins ¢ Cristina Sd

Reflections on the Use of Multimedia Tools in Learning Environments
Archival and “Digitizing” Tools
— Miguel Diaz-Emparanza Almoguera

European Piano Schools of Music Performance
Building up a Multimodal Analysis
— Sofia Lourengo, André Baltazar, Luis Gustavo Martins & Ricardo Megre

Rationality & Religion
A Perspective from the Arts

Chair | Yolanda Espifia

Presentation
— Yolanda Espitia

The Byzantine Icon as Liturgical Art
— Pavlos Michaelides

The Divine and the Human in Mikhail Aldashin’s
Animated Cartoon The Nativity
— Oleksandr Pronkevich

Symbol and Art in Mediterranean Cultures
A Hegelian Point of View
— Mario Farina

Ten Years of Integral Intervention on Valladolid’s Organistic Heritage
— Miguel Diaz-Emparanza & Ignacio Nieto Miguel

Arts And Aesthetic Education in The Fostering of a Common Place
— Carmen Urpt, Sophie Ward & Marisa Musaio

741

742

752

763

764

774

782

790

798

15



16

Directing “Models”
From Ancient Greek Drama to Brecht

Chair | Heinz-Uwe Haus

combined with
From Page to Stage
Adaptation & The Theatre

Chairs | Heinz-Uwe Haus & David W. Lovell

Presentation
— Heinz-Uwe Haus & David W. Lovell

The Call of the Gods
Directing Ancient Greek Drama or How to find a “Breathing Space” for the Audience
— Heinz-Uwe Haus

Voices for the Other in the Theater of Dionysus
— Victor Castellani

Notes on Goethe’s Faust
— Heinz-Uwe Haus

The Ancient Greek Democratic Ideal and its Relevance for Today’s World
— Heinz-Uwe Haus

Visual Culture As Paradigm of Power
in The Blurred Eastern Limits Of Europe

Chairs | Jorge Latorre, Oleksandr Pronkevich & Joanna Bielska-Krawczyk

Presentation
— Jorge Latorre, Oleksandr Pronkevich & Joanna Bielska-Krawczyk

Internet Technologies
Digital Paradises or Digital Hells?
— Anthony Cristiano

Poland and The Rape of Europe
It’s Imagological Implications
— Joanna Bielska-Krawczyk

The Evolution of Consciousness as Expressed in Tone
An East-West Approach
— Miguel Ribeiro-Pereira

807

809

819

828

838

854

856

866

874



Spanish Flavor of the Pro-Soviet Nostalgia in Legend No 17 (Russia, 2013)
— Oleksandr Pronkevich

The Story of a Staircase
Odessa as a Parable of Modern Eastern Europe
— Jorge Latorre

Towards an European Imaginary in Literature and Film
1930s to the Present

Chair | Hans J. Rindisbacher

Presentation
— Hans J. Rindisbacher

Of Arms and Men
Swiss, American, and German Attitudes Toward Weapons and the Military
— Hans J. Rindisbacher

Lost in Translation
From Lubitschland to No Man’s Land of Eastern European Cinema
— Vera Mijojlic

Christa Wolf and the Flight from History
The Mechanism of Forgetting and Remembering in the City of Angels
— Andre Schuetze

Passionate Patience
Figures of a Unified Europe and a European Germany in Thomas Mann’s Essays
— Friederike von Schwerin-High

Timeless Themes in Literature ¢ the Arts
in a World of Rapid Changes

Chair | Aurelia Roman

Presentation
— Aurelia Roman

Naturalizing Politics
Metaphors of Loss in Catharine Trotter’s Agnes de Castro
— Isabel Pinto

Where I Was, Where I Am Not
The Unseen Subject of Photography
— Pierre Taminiaux

883

891

903

905

914

924

933

944

945

956

17



18

Landscape & City Representation in Post-Expansion Europe
Chairs | Adriana Verissimo Serrio, Maribel Mendes Sobreira & Moirika Reker

Presentation 966
— Adriana Verissimo Serrdo, Maribel Mendes Sobreira & Moirika Reker

A New Awareness of Landscape 968
Converting Landscape into Unitary Vision of the World
— Adriana Verissimo Serrdo

Plato and the Idea of Europe through Architecture 976
— Maribel Mendes Sobreira

Identity through Landscape, Identity of Landscape 981
— Luca Vargiu

Round-Trip Landscapes 990

Figueira da Foz, a Tropical Illusion in North Atlantic Reality
— Jodo Marques-da-Cruz & Eduardo Costa Pinto

European Cities and Public Orchards 1003
— Moirika Reker

SECTION V
Language, Philosophy, Anthropology, Psychology, Religion

Reason & Religion Facing Law & Science

Chair | Irene Briones

Presentation 1014
— Irene Briones

Ritual Circumcision 1016
— Irene Briones

Information and Religion 1024
— David Chapman

Genetically Modified Crops 1034
Why Europe is against?

— Ksenia Gerasimova



The Contribution of Portuguese Thought to the Mutual
Recognition of Cultures & Peoples

Chairs | Jorge Cunha & José Acdcio Aguiar de Castro

Presentation
— Jorge Cunbha & José Acdcio Aguiar de Castro

The “Universal Man (Homem Universal)” by Teixeira de Pascoaes,
and The Human Rights
— José Acdcio Aguiar de Castro

The Portuguese Colonial War (1961-1974) and a Political Theology of Peace
A Theological Reading of the Homilies of Peace (1970-1974)

by Mgr Anténio Ferreira Gomes

— José Pedro Angélico

The Self and the “Other” in Leonardo Coimbra’s and Levinas’s Philosophy
— Antdnio Martins da Costa

Catholicism and Citizenship
— Jorge Cunha

The Contribution of the Apocalypse Nova, by the Blessed Amadeu da Silva,
to the Mutual Recognition of Cultures and Peoples and its Projection
— Manuel Lizaro Pulido

The Theological Origins of Modernity
Chair | Stephen Gardner

Presentation
— Stephen Gardner

Augustine, Luther, and Modernity
— Matthew Drever

Merleau-Ponty and Kant
Intersections on the Problem of Evil and Adversity
— Michael Berman

The Plane of Immanence
Radical Orthodoxy and the Origins of Modern Spatiality
— Andrew Lewis

Girard
From Idealism to Apocalyptic Visions
— Per Bjornar Grande

1045

1046

1051

1060

1065

1072

1083

1084

1092

1104

1113

19



20

René Girard

Christian Apocalypse of Modernity, or Modern Apocalypse of Christianity?

— Stephen Gardner

Understanding Perspectivism & Nietzsche
Perspectivism In Art, Science, And Philosophy

Chairs | Endre Kiss ¢ Uschi Nussbaumer

Presentation
— Endpre Kiss ¢ Uschi Nussbaumer

Nietzsche’s Perspectivism as a New Paradigm
— Cristiana Senigaglia

(Post-)Postmodernism
An Islamic or Nietzschean Cultural and Political Perspective?
— Uschi Nussbaumer

The European Union — State, Confederation or Network?
About Superstate Organisation
— Klaus Wellner

Perspectivism in Epistemology and in the Sociology of Knowledge
On the Perspectivist Turn in the Philosophy
— Endre Kiss

Is The Future of Europe Secular or Religious?
Chair | Anna Makolkin

Presentation
— Anna Makolkin

Nietzsche’s Quest for the Spiritual
— Larry D. Harwood

Europe & the Idea of Ontology

Chairs | Rita Serpytyté & Tomas Sodeika

Presentation
— Rita Serpytyté & Tomas Sodeika

1123

1134

1136

1147

1157

1166

1175

1177

1186



Nihilism and Ontology of the Accident
— Rita Serpytyté

Ontology in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction
— Tomas Sodeika

Ontology and Ethics
In Search of Responsibility for the Technological Age
— Danuté Baceviliiité

Orality, Literacy and Heidegger’s Verwindung of Metaphysics
— Lina Vidauskyté

Ontology as Practical Hermeneutics
— Vaiva Daraskevidinté

The Post-Secular Condition

Chair | Manuel Sumares

Presentation
— Manuel Sumares

The Concept of Tradition in MacIntyre
— Anténio Martins da Costa

Aristotle’s Ethics & Its Legacy

Chair | Ann Ward

Presentation
— Ann Ward

Teaching as a Way of Good Life
Aristotle’s Ethics and Teacher Education

— Christina Mavropoulou

Traces of Aristotelian Ethics in Denkart VI
— Mostafa Younesi

The Power of Practice and Dispassion

Aristotle’s Ethics as an Overlooked Resource for Understanding Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras

— Anne-Marie Schultz

Conscience, Contemplation and the Eternal Law
Aristotle and Aquinas on the Soul
— Ann Ward

1188

1198

1207

1216

1225

1234

1235

1242

1244

1254

1269

1280

21



22

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and the Greatest Human Virtue
— Paul Ulrich

Jan Patolka’s Asubjective Phenomenology of Europe
‘Care for Soul’ as Aristotelian Phronésis
— Rubtan Yalginer

The Role of Judgment in the Deliverance of Justice in International Law
A Return to Ethics
— Negris Canefe

Deliberative Democracy and Aristotle’s Legacy
in Contemporary Canadian Political Thought
— Lee Ward

Aristotelian Types of Persuasion
Understanding the Rob Ford Phenomenon
— Naomi Couto

Love, Identity, and Transcendence in Aristotle and Hollywood
— Steve Robinson

A Case for Virtue
Aristotle’s Psychology and Contemporary Accounts of Emotion Regulation
— Paul Carron

Closing Conference: My Europe
— Ezra Talmor

1290

1299

1308

1320

1335

1345

1354

1363



Catholicism and Citizenship

Jorge Cunha

Abstract

This text focuses on the discussion of whether the Christian religion promotes democracy and defense of civil
liberties or not. It provides an example: the case of the struggle of the citizens of Porto against the bishop for the
autonomy of their city, in the XV Century. And concludes two things: it was the religion that gave the people
the legitimacy and strength to resist both the royal and the ecclesiastical centralism and that was the central
government that encouraged the fight against bishop, considered the king power limiter.

Keywords
Christian Faith, Human Rights, Democracy, Oporto.

The following text is intended to enroll in the general theme “Images of Eu-
rope” and the sub-theme “The contribution of the Portuguese thought for the
mutual recognition of cultures and peoples”. When approaching the concepts
of “Catholicism” and “Citizenship”, we aim to show how Catholic faith, open
to rationality, was an element of progress in the recognition of civil rights and
democratic organization of the political community. We do not ignore that this
point is target of a major conflict of interpretations.

Historically speaking, there were times when Christianity founded the rec-
ognition of civil rights and there were other times when the service was the
legitimization of an iniquitous state of things with regard to such recognition.
All in all, we believe that democratic Europe was thought on the basis of a
Christian leaven.

Our aim is to show how this idea can be seen in Portugal, in precise mo-
ments of our history. We will monitor the reflection that, in his time, produced
a bishop of Porto, Mgr Anténio Ferreira Gomes (1906-1989). Before that, we
will try to find an interpretive principle that shows how it is possible to think
of Catholicism as the historical origin of plural contexts regarding citizenship
requirements, ie, a democratic political ethics.
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Catholicism as Ethics and Moral

Catholicism can be seen in two ways: as an ethics and as a moral. In Ricoeur’s
line, we mean by ethics “an aspiration to the good life, with others and for oth-
ers, in just institutions” (Ricoeur, 1990, 202). In turn, a moral is the submission
of ethical aspiration to trial of the norm (Ricoeur, 1990, 237). The first mo-
ment is teleological. The second is deontological. The confluence of these two
theoretical moments can serve to interpret very different historical moments as
well as the realities of social life, we can see dialectic between the instituting
moment and the moment set of normative legitimation of a given context.

Catholicism as an Ethic

Catholicism can be seen as a religious feeling. A feeling that gathers be-
lievers around a memory that comes from Jesus Christ, this memory which
includes an older imagery, the biblical tradition. In this sense, Christianity is
a mystical tradition, an experience. This experience follows a certain descrip-
tion of what is an achieved vision of existence, the situation of humanity in
the cosmos, the destination and the origin of the universe, the fair institution

and the brotherhood.

While mystical experience and religious sentiment, Christianity is not char-
acterized, leastwise provisionally, by its universality nor by ready source of
binding rules. By horizontal and vertical transmission, Christian religion will
reach more or less people. But Christianity as a religious faith is very personal
and, in a sense, is incommunicable and not even comparable.

However, it is impossible that the reality of religious faith does not become
concept, doctrine and personal and social life standard. Otherwise it would
have no identity and historical visibility.

Catholicism as a Moral

But Christianity can also be seen as moral. In this second sense, Christianity
is seen as culture (language, political and ecclesial institutions, rule of moral life).
It is time to assert that Christianity becomes visible and communicable through
a dogmatic, a moral, and one worldview. Both embodiments are complementary
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and inseparable, but are not entirely coincidental. That is why Christianity met
so many historical variants, many forms of inculturation, and so many churches.

This second sense is the one in which Christianity seeks universality, the uni-
versality of a culture that is informed by certain principles that can be shared
and may order the world according to their source revealed. Christianity became
Catholicism, in the original sense of the word.

The process of institutionalization of a feeling is always precarious and sur-
rounded by dangers. This process is guided and founded in human reason. Rea-
son is by nature a fixist reality. In turn, the feeling is unstable. It is characteristic
of the latter challenge the reason to go further by instituting a program of life
more in line with the teleology of life. The reason, in turn, resists change and
tends to close in its final deontological horizon inapprehensibility teleology of life.

Catholicism and citizenship are located in this complex set of interactions. The
Catholic ideal of fair institution continuously establishes an ideal of fair institu-
tion. The reason appropriates this ideal and gives it moral strength. When the
force becomes stiff, it is necessary to think of it again, making evolve founded
reality by virtue of founding factor.

Catholicism and Human Rights in Portuguese Culture

Who made an interesting exercise to show the virtues of Portuguese Catholi-
cism to found the demands of citizenship and respect for human rights was Mgr
Anténio Ferreira Gomes. An emblematic text issued in1973 will examine this
question (GOMES, 1974). Being a text located on the eve of the 1974 Portuguese
revolution, it is noted by a certain desire of a change that, in fact, was imminent.
However, there is in the analysis of the Bishop an element of timeless reflection
that allows us to read the text in a social ethical horizon.

Catholicism and Citizenship: The Case of the Oporto City

For the former bishop, Catholicism was the factor that put the germs of the de-
velopment of urban democracy in the City of Porto. Anténio Ferreira Gomes al-
ludes to a study by Jaime Cortesao on “The democratic factors of the formation of
Portugal”, to show how Porto is a special case throughout the country, as a grow-
ing commercial society, increasing wealth and civic consciousness, cosmopolitan
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view and a claim of autonomy, in the general context of the new nation, promot-
ing democratic participation and a special sense of social justice. These elements
put the City of Porto in a unique tradition of that point of view in Portugal.

This growth of civic autonomy generated a conflict that seems to be against
the bishops of Porto, seen as limiting this autonomy. But things may not be so.

Mgr Anténio noted that historians in general, even Jaime Cortesio, take sides
against the bishops, when it comes to interpreting the conflicts that arose in these
urban democracies. But, in his view, this point is poorly explained. Popular strug-
gles would be instigated by the central power, which prevented the urban au-
tonomy to pursue its integration policy. Therefore, there wouldn’t be a fight of
the City against the Church but, in the background, another fight. In a deeper
sense, the fight would not be the people against the Church, but the central gov-
ernment against the Church, as it is the sign and guaranty of the civil autonomy:.
Increasing the fight against the bishops, the Crown was trying a way to impose
the absolute power that was arising in the XV century. The democratic factor is
the people, as a believing people, who, just as believer, is opposed to the despotic
political power. The author justifies his thesis with a historical analysis of detail;
nonetheless, this is not the time to expose it here.

We could give other examples, having regard to the text, including the tes-
timony of Bishop Thomas Becket resistance to the pretensions of the King, the
same who was forced to sign the Magna Carta by the nobles and the people.
One can also mention the case of the Swiss Confederation that was set up as an
example of democracy under the influence of St. Nicholas of Flue in The Stans
Convention.

The conclusion is obvious: Christianity with its worldview and its political
morality, lays the foundation for recognition of civil liberties. Catholicism and
culture were in tune to give in Porto, an urban democracy. This balance was in
danger when the king wanted to include the City the general political and bought
the lordship to the Bishop. This intervention of the central government led to the
regrow of the political rights of the people. The same happened in Spain with the
process of royal centralism promoted by the Catholic Monarchs.
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Catholicism and Human Rights

There is no doubr that theology played a positive role in the development of the
concept of fundamental human rights. Let us quote a passage from St. Thomas
Aquinas: “Two points are to be observed concerning the right ordering of rulers
in a state or nation. One is that all should take some share in the government: for
this form of constitution ensures peace among the people, commends itself to all,
and is most enduring, as stated in Polit. ii, 6. The other point is to be observed in
respect of the kinds of government, or the different ways in which the constitutions
are established. For whereas these differ in kind, as the Philosopher states (Polit.
iii, 5), nevertheless the first place is held by the “kingdom,” where the power of
government is vested in one; and “aristocracy,” which signifies government by the
best, where the power of government is vested in a few. Accordingly, the best form
of government is in a state or kingdom, where one is given the power to preside over
all; while under him are others having governing powers: and yet a government of
this kind is shared by all, both because all are eligible to govern, and because the
rules are chosen by all. For this is the best form of polity, being partly kingdom,
since there is one at the head of all; partly aristocracy, in so far as a number of per-
sons are set in authority; partly democracy, i.e. government by the people, in so far
as the rulers can be chosen from the people, and the people have the right to choose
their rulers” (S. Th. I-11, 105, 1).

Portugal was born in the context of such acknowledgments. The country has
his fictional creation (the Cortes of Lamego). The rights of the people are visible in
certain institutions and in moments of the history. The restoration of independence
in 1640 resorted to a foundation like this used in Salamanca and Coimbra.

The justification of the “ius gentium” (law of nations) by Francisco de Vitoria,
and continued by Francisco Suarez, develops as a continuation and deepening of
this medieval Catholic theory. Modernity is not as original as is sometimes assumed.

For much interested in the justification for the existence of human rights rooted
in biblical and Christian idea of dignity, interiority and indefinability of the human
person. Apart from Greek and Roman elements, this older idea is at the basis of any
democratic system.
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One of the elements that enable civic coexistence in a pluralistic society like ours,
is the possibility of a rational justification of moral, dispensing, methodically, but not
really, of religious beliefs and other elements own particular worldview of ethics, in
the sense we gave it before. Nevertheless, this justification was a battle of the schools of
Salamanca and Coimbra since at least the XVI century. In this sense, the theoretical
possibility of overcoming the Old Regime, ironically taken against the absolutist and
“Catholic”, has its basis precisely ... Catholic theology.

We can also give another example. The portuense thinkers who argued for the
Republic (especially Sampaio Bruno) justify its republican moral in a metaphysical
(ethical) root believer, not to say Christian (Gnostic). Admittedly, that was not the
idea prevailed in 1910. But we can say that retains the shape of Christianity, when
you develop something, a keen sense, resembles the old thinking of “natural law”, as a
principle of limiting power and defense of the person within the political institution.
This idea prevailed in Porto thinking, by Leonardo Coimbra and Alvaro Ribeiro.

Conclusion

We are aware of the controversial nature of the rereading that we present. Someone
can certainly ask how it was possible that Catholicism has been the ideology that
legitimized monarchical absolutism, the Inquisition, a certain type of colonialism, the
Portuguese “Estado Novo™ The purpose is not to whitewash the past. Theology and
theologians have their responsibilities when they accept the strange role of justifying
unjust politic powers. Each historical context has its theologians, in this bad sense.
But theology has more senses. Our intent is to show the other side that usually is not
called into evidence. The Christian religious sentiment is always available to found
new forms of moral and social setting. Ernst Bloch said that the Church best pos-
sibility is... to generate heretics! On many occasions, these "heretics” represent the
true feeling and the ability of moral regulatory innovation. We could say the same of
cultural evolution that we say about Catholicism.
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