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PORTUGAL INTRODUCTION

The presence of heavy metals in aquatic ecosystems is of major environmental concern, because they are essentially cumulative in body tissues
and hard to remove.

Microalgae — the basic step of the aquatic food chain, can absorb those metal; hence, their application in environmental heavy metal removal has
been increasingly studied in recent years, owing to such a demonstrated high biosorption capacity of toxic metals from polluted waters, even at
low levels.

The aim of this study was to test the ability for removing Cd?*, from contaminated aqueous media, by Desmodesmus pleiomorphus, a wild strain

isolated from a heavily polluted environment in Northern Portugal.

MATERIALS & METHODS
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION
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