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Abstract Methodology

Court intervention with children presents a set of characteristics that often result in difficulties and dilemmas for Aims

judges and other interveners, but also for the children themselves and their families. Emerging from an interface of To characterize families and children implicated in judicial situations on Child and Family Courts

Psychology and Law, this i igation aims to und d the d ics of the issues and actions that eventually To understand the type of information collected in the early stages of judicial intervention

give origin to judicial intervention in family law matters. Some indicators reinforce the importance of examining the To uncover possible situations and dynamics of child endangerment.

process of judicial intervention, including the interveners, their life contexts and the problems that led to judicial

intervention, specifically in child abuse cases. Therefore in this research cases involving children, youth and their Samples

families with no specific scope of judicial action were analyzed using an exhaustive sample of two Portuguese family Three samples were created using data from two Portuguese child and family courts during the period of 2011:

and youth courts. The methodology is mostly quantitative with a systematic analysis of 1465 cases pertaining to the -Sample 1: 1465 forms filled while petitioning judicial intervention;

year 2011 in both courts. In order to further expand the data on life contexts of both children and their families, a - Sample 2: 1857 children mentioned in the forms;

qualitative sample of the cases was collected and analyzed, specifically in child abuse cases. Results have allowed - Sample 3: 712 itati included in the forms.

the construction of an il d model for i and i It and analysis of information on

these case-files, a basis from which to carry out specific studies to accompany these case files and it is a starting Procedures

point for the establishment of a Permanent Observatory of Children and Family Issues. Data was collected through the analysis of the case files, using an analysis grid. This procedure was followed by a statistical

analysis using the SPSS software which wielded the following results.
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Results

Sample 1 (N=1465)

Sample 2 (N=1857

Sample 3

Ial Identified risk situations
el for the child

Children

family court (80,3%);

*Most claimants marital status is single (50%), as for their occupation
most are unemployed (45,6%) followed by mid-level jobs such as
vendors, workers from personal services, waiters, among others
(19,6%);

“This population is largely from Portugal, since 90,8% have citizenship.
and 95,8% ist this country as their place of birth;

“The age group of the claimant varies between 18 and 75 years old,
however the mode is 39 years old.

are not assured, there are some that

stand out: physical abuse, negligence,
Mental disorder (2,9%); sexual abuse, indirect violence (Peixoto,
Ribeiro & Manita, 2007); marital discord;
low socio-economical capabilities; parent
Negligence (0,9%); criminality; disease; maternal mental

disorder; major losses; child
Financial Difficulties (12%); institutionalization (Cruz, 2005; Garmezy
& Masten, 1994 cit. in Cecconello, 2003;
Pesce et al., 2004).

(50%) with the majority of children between
the age group of 0 to 3 years old (28,8%) and
the age group of 10 to 15 years old (28,9%);
*As for the citizenship, the majority are
Portuguese (98,7%) and the most identified
place of birth is also Portugal (97,7%);
*Frequently these children are under the care
of the mother, either when dictated by the
court (42,7%) or when no judicial intervention
has occurred (82,7%);

+Since after judicial intervention in which the
guardianship of the child is established it is
often in favor of the mother, most visitation
rights are attributed to the father (41,9%) on
an alternate weekend regime.

Domestic Violence (7,7%);

1t Respondent

Child institutionalization
(0,7%).

“The prevalent marital status is also single (52,8%);

«The main identified occupations are listed as unemployed (28,2%) and
once more mid-level jobs suich as vendors, workers from personal
services, waiters, among others (18,9%);

“Most list Portuguese citizenship (91%) as well as Portugal as their place
of birth (96,45%);

+The age group of the 1 respondent varies between 16 and 76 years
old, however the mode Is 37 years old

Data collection
in both courts

2nd Respondent :
It was possible to ascertain that court A, by proxy of its officials, collected more information both in

quantity as well as quality when compared to court B. This was verified in most items of our research grid.

of cases (N=65) in which a second respondent was displayed. These i
The total number of cases as well as the area covered by its jurisdiction is greater in court A.

cases are normally petitioned by other family members such as the
grandfather/grandmother or aunt/uncle with both parents of the child
acting as the respondents;

“The prevalent marital status is also single (64,5%);

+The main identified occupations are listed as unemployed (50%) and
non-qualified workers (25%);

*Most list Portuguese citizenship (94,7%) as well as Portugal as their
place of birth (73,8%);

*The age group of the 21 respondent varies between 15 and 63 years
old, however the mode is 35 years old

*Both courts almost always collect a number of items, namel ame, gender and degree of kinship to the
child of complainant and respondents; name, gender, date of birth, citizenship and caretaker of the child or
children encompassed in the petition; nature of the petition as well as existence of possible previous judicial
interventions by that same court.

*Regarding the motives that were in the origin of
the complaint, the two most prevalent were
economical considerations (42,8%) and relational
difficulties (42,3%).

+The instauration of cases pertaining to child and family court are primarily requested by the mothers of the family in question;
+The majority of the population sampled has a Portuguese citizenship and also lists Portugal as place of birth. The age group of the population is extremely wide ranging from 15 to 76 years. The most predominant marital status identified was single;
“Pertaining to the occupation, there is an elevated number of unemployed and the major occupation type is mid-level occupations and unskilled.

«As for the children, there is also a of itizenship and place of birth. In single parent families where there was no judicial intervention the primary caretaker is the mother. In situations where there was judicial intervention and a child guardian was
established it is also primarily the mother;

+The most prevalent judicial i on is the fon of Parental ibility in which certain aspects are established, namely alimony, child visiting rights, primary caretaker, among others. The second most prevalent judicial intervention has to do with failure to
provide child sustenance/alimony;

*Most cases list as the catalyst for judicial intervention situations such as the severance of relationship/divorce, being unable and/or prevented from having contact with the child, and in a great number hindrance pertaining to child support/alimony.
« From among risk factors to the child there are a few most common such as domestic violence, precarious financial conditions, temporary abandonment and loss of contact with the progenitor that is not the caregiver.
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