
15TH INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON 1ST – 2ND JULY 2021

NURSING RESEARCH

AIM:
To build a vulnerability concept analysis protocol, 
acording to Rodgers (2) evolutionist perspective.

GUIDING QUESTION:

What is the concept of vulnerability?

ANALYSIS PROTOCOL 

• The high complexity of the vulnerability concept demands permanent update.

• Vulnerability has been studied by social and human sciences as a phenomenon that affects people (richer or poorer) (1).

• It is particularly important that the nursing discipline studies the concept, to achieve better caring.

• This work´s structure is inspired by Rodgers' concept analysis phases.

INTRODUCTION

Defining Concept: Vulnerability

Associated terms: Social exclusion; poverty; marginality; frailty; risk groups(3).

Vulnerable: genderless adjective, qualifying one who can be harmed; the weakest point of someone(4, 5). 

Selecting search field - Scoping review inspired (6)

Databases: MEDLINE; CINAHL complete; Nursing & Allied HC; Cochrane Plus; MedicLatin; SciELO; PROSPERO. Open Gray; RCAAP.

Boolean search strategy: TITLE (vulnerab*) AND TITLE (concept). 

Inclusion criteria: texts in Portuguese, English, French, or Spanish. No timeline limitation.

Inclusion criteria: texts available in full; in human sciences journals; theme “vulnerable populations”. Stored in Mendley program.
Texts will be blindly distributed among the 3 researchers (Ryyan). 
Abstracts will be read: those responding to search question will be stored. In doubt the three must meet and break the tie.

Second reading after new blind documents distribution: introductions and conclusions are to be read. Documents that not clearly  
refer to human´s vulnerability will be excluded. Results will be displayed according to title, authors and publication data. The
reviewers must reach consensus.

Outstanding the concept attributes and contextual bases (antecedentes and consequents)

Each researcher will fill in one document per article, constructed for this purpose: Texts will be read, to answer the questions 

"What are the characteristics or attributes of vulnerability?“ and "What are the antecedents (conditions that led to) and the
consequences (what resulted from) of vulnerability?"

Analysing concept characteristics (subtitute terms and related concepts)

The data will then be extracted in Excel and presented both in tables and text analysis.

Each aspect will be grouped in its own table, by the number of occurrences.

Determining concept implications and hypothesis

A synthesis of data will take place. It will be written by the three researchers in a consensual way, counting for this process 
with online meeting tools, as well as data sharing of the entire process.

Identifying a concept exemple

Construction of a model case (7,8).
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