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autism spectrum disorder, 12-48 months, received the program in ecological ambience
(kindergarten school). The teachers and the educational assistents received a beginning short
training and applied the model under the supervision of a therapist, during the whole school year.
Results: Autistic children show a significant improvements in the comunication and social
engagement domains. Conclusions: It is considered that ESDM applied in ecological background
may be a action with strong therapeutic dimension and may be widely used in the school.
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It is undeniable the association between nursing training and quality of care, skills development and
the ability to apply scientific knowledge in the nursing care context. The Touchpoints model
emphasizes the individual developmental characteristics and the influence of relationship-based
and family-centered care. Thus, Touchpoints model represents an useful tool for quality nurse
practice during the transition to parenthood. This work aims to explore nurses’ knowledge and care
practices with newborns and their parents after training in Touchpoints. We contacted via e-mail all
nurses with training obtained in the first six Touchpoints courses of Portugal (n=23). Fifteen nurses
agreed to participate in this study. Semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted (in person
or via Skype) based on a script developed by the research team. All interviews were audio recorded
and later verbatim transcribed. The content was then analyzed using a semi-inductive approach
supported by software the Nvivo. From the analysis of the interviews resulted threemain categories
(Parents-bBaby Relations,Pparents-NurseRrelations and Neonatal Period). Data are presented and
discussed taking into account the purpose of the study, revealing nurses’ knowledge about newborn
characteristics and professional practice with newborns and their families in transition to
parenthood. Principles of Touchpoints model are evident in diverse categories. The study highlights
the importance of nurses’ role working with families in the neonatal period and the pertinence of
Touchpoints principles for the quality of their practices.
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Parents who ascribe mental agency to their children may be more likely to have insight into their
children’s intentions and behaviors, and, therefore, respond more sensitively to their emotional
needs. Little research has examined how representational mind-mindedness (RMM), including
parents’ use of mental attributes when describing their children (Demers et al., 2010; Meins et al.,
1998), is related to parental psychosocial functioning and parenting beliefs. This study examines


