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Abstract

The International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes serves to administer the rules of prokaryotic nomenclature 
via the International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes, ensures the publication of the International Journal of Sys-
tematic and Evolutionary Microbiology, and works to represent the interests of the microbiological disciplines regarding 
prokaryotic nomenclature. The functions and mechanisms of operation of the International Committee on Systematics of 
Prokaryotes (ICSP) are defined in its Statutes, which were last revised in 2019. As members of the 2020–2023 and the 
2023–2026 ICSP Executive Board and the Judicial Commission, we propose here some further revisions to help improve 
the clarity and functionality of the Statutes.

The International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes (ICSP) is a Committee of the Bacteriology and Applied Microbiology 
(BAM) Division of the International Union of Microbiological Societies (IUMS; https://iums.org/about-us/iums-structure.html). 
Its primary functions are to maintain the International Code of Nomenclature of Prokaryotes (ICNP) [1] as a ‘living document’, 
to represent the diverse interests of microbiological disciplines on matters concerning nomenclature, to oversee the publication 
of the International Journal of Systematic and Evolutionary Microbiology (IJSEM), to coordinate various Subcommittees on 
Taxonomy and its Judicial Commission, and to promote the discipline of microbial systematics. The functions of the ICSP, and 
how its subsidiaries must operate, are defined in its Statutes, which were last revised in 2019 [2]. These revisions have greatly 
improved the efficiency and effectiveness of the ICNP, not least through revision of the processes by which emendations to the 
ICNP are handled and by facilitating the increased use of electronic forums to conduct the activities of the ICSP.

Nevertheless, as members of the Executive Board of the ICSP (2020–2023, 2023–2026) and the Judicial Commission, 
we have noted that some further improvements to the Statutes are warranted. Article 17 of the ICSP Statutes states that 
‘Five or more members of the ICSP may initiate amendment of the Statutes by submission of a manuscript to the IJSEM 
requesting amendment and providing the rationale’ [2]. Here, we propose amendments to the Statutes (Table S1, available 
in the online version of this article). Many are minor matters of grammatical or semantic clarification but others are more 
substantive. In the case of the latter, the rationale is given in Table S1. Of these, one proposal has already been considered 
by the members of the ICSP. In August 2022, the ICSP conducted a discussion of proposals to address a possible lack of 
diversity representation in the ICSP membership, including changes to the ICSP membership structure [3]. In January 
and February 2023, the voting members of the ICSP were balloted on a proposal that IUMS Member Societies would be 
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permitted to delegate more than one member to ICSP, proportionate to their size. This membership model was approved 
in principle by the vote of the ICSP [4] and is here formally presented as a revision to Article 2(a)(3) (Table S1).

Other substantive changes proposed are as follows:

Article 2(b)(1) and elsewhere: it is clarified how the outcome of votes of the ICSP is to be determined.

Article 2(d) and elsewhere: some Statutes remain tied to the period when the ICSP Plenary was the principal vehicle for ICSP 
activities. Whilst we do not deny the importance of the ICSP Plenary, electronic forums are now the primary means by which 
the ICSP functions, so changes are proposed to reflect this.

Article 4(d): changes are proposed for the venues in which various minutes are published, reflecting the greater range of reposi-
tories that are available, including the ICSP website (https://www.the-icsp.org/).

Article 6: to reflect past practice, a formal process is proposed by which the ICSP can form Ad Hoc Subcommittees that focus on 
particular topics rather than specific taxa.

Article 7(a) and elsewhere: the mode of operation of the Judicial Commission is changed to allow full separation of powers 
between the legislature and the judiciary, thereby also simplifying the procedures.

Article 8: the criteria under which a Request for an Opinion is considered for publication in IJSEM are clarified. The 
processing of such a Request by the Judicial Commission is made simpler. The process by which appeals against decisions 
of the Judicial Commission can be made is clarified.

In accordance with the requirements of Article 17 of the ICSP Statutes, we present these proposals for further consideration 
and eventual ballot of the ICSP. The documents will be posted on the Slack channel at https://icnp-revision.slack.com for a 
6-month discussion period starting on the day of publication of this announcement in the IJSEM.
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