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This paper presents a case study developed for a region similar to Porto (Portugal), which abjective was to

evaluate the infiuence of the European legislation on municipal solid waste management practices in the
greenhouse gas emissions.

Two situations were compared: the first one concerns to the situation on 1980 in which the MSW was collected,
composted and residual waste was landfilled. On the second situation the EU legisiation on recycling targets for
packaging malerial and diversion of organic waste from landfills and the inclusion of a mass-bum incineration
plant on the management system were taken into account. Greenhouse gas emissions from theses two situations
were calculated based on a model developed by White et al (1992). Weighting factors for the different gases
according to the recommendations of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change were used to aggregate
the values caiculated from emissions and obtain a simple and comparable result for each situation.



