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Evaluation of constructed wetlands in series for wastewater
184 treatment in the tannery industry
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The tannery wastewater treatment is always required due to the fact that this
effluent can cause severe environmental problems. Biological processes offer a
natural way of treating wastewaters, when compared to more aggressive types
of treatment. The use of constructed wetlands to improve water quality is
increasing. A study was carried out with the main objective of evaluating the
applicability of constructed wetlands for the treatment of tannery wastewater.
The characterization of the treatment efficiency for two constructed wetland
systems, in series, with horizontal subsurface flow was carried out. They were
operating with expanded clay filters and planted with Typha latifolia and
Phragmites australis.
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